AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following is a complete list of the pending claims. 

1. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) A method of identifying a compound capable of 
preventing or inhibiting viral infection of a host cell, the method comprising: 

(a) preparing a target comprising the amino acid sequence of a viral fusion initiation 
region (FIR), wherein the FIR is SEP ID N0:4 from a ^iruo having a membran e 
fiision prot e in comprising: (i) at l e ast two e xtended alpha h e lic e s, (ii) a fusion 
p e ptid e , and (iii) a fusion initiation r e gion ; 

(b) screening a plurality of compounds to identify at least one compound that binds to 
the target, wherebv a target-binding compound is identified ; 

(c) screening at least one target-binding compound to identify a target-binding 
compound capable of preventing or inhibiting [[viral]] infection of a host cell by a 
virus [[with]] having a fusion protein comprising the FIR. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the target [[is]] 
comprises a peptide analog, a peptide derivative, or a peptide mimic. 

4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein the compound is an antibody or functional 
fragment thereof 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the virus is s e lect e d 
from th e group consisting of Lassa Virus, Lymphocytic Choriom e ningitis Virus (LCMV), 
Junin Virus, Maohupo Virus, Guanarito Virus, Sabia Virus, Sev e r e Acut e R e spiratory 
S>Tidrom e (SARS) Virus, Murin e H e patitis Virus (MHV), Bovin e Coronavirus, Canin e 
Coronavirus, F e line Inf e ctious Peritonitis Virus, Ebola Virus, Marburg Virus, Influenza A 
Virus, Influenza B Virus, or Influenza C Virus , M e asl e s Virus, Mumps Virus, Canin e 
Dist e mp e r Virus, N e wcastl e Dis e as e Virus, Human Immunod e fioi e noy Virus 1 (HIV 1), 
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Human Immunodoficionoy Virus 2 (UIV 2), Human T coll L>TOphQtrophic Virus 1 
(HTLV 1), Human T coll L>TOphQtrophic Virus 2 (HTLV 2), Human Intraoistomal A 
typo Partiolo 1 (HIAP 1), and Human Intraoist e mal A typ e Parti olo 2 (HIAP 2) . 



7. (Currently amended) An isolated peptide comprising [[:]] 

[[(a)]] an amino acid sequence or analogous sequence thereof, wherein the amino acid 
sequence is SEP ID NQ:4. thoroto of a viral fusion initiation rogion (FIR); or 
(b) a functional segm e nt of a FIR or analogous sequ e nce thoroto from a virus b e longing to 
ono of the group of virus famili e s consisting of ar e navirus e s coronavirus e s, filovirus e s, 
orthomyxoviruses, param>9covirus e s, and r e trovirus e s, wh e r e in th e functional s e gm e nt 
does not include HIV 1 TM CS3. 

8-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) A method of treating or preventing a viral infection 
comprising administering to a patient a compound identified by any of the m e thods of 
claims 1 to 6 method according to claim K 3, 4 or 6 . 

14. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) A method of treating or preventing a viral infection 
comprising administering to a patient a peptide of any of claims 7 to 12 according to 
claim 7 or 26 . 

15. (Withdrawn - Currently amended) A method of treating or preventing a viral infection 
comprising administering to a patient an effective amount of a composition comprising 
[[of]] a recombinant DNA molecule that enables or stimulates the patient to produce the 
peptide of any of claims 7 to 12 according to claim 7 or 26 . 

16-25. (Cancelled) 

26. (New) The peptide of claim 7, wherein the peptide consists of SEQ ID N0:4. 
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